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an artist; and a conservative critic at that, No one would
question the Austrians' musical achievements or fail to wonder at
the well-nigh universal appreciation of established classics, Even
the Counter-Reformation,which destroyed so much, did not kill musie,
Leopold I, who attended three masses a day on h:.s knees, was a
passionate opera goer. His wife accompanied him with a special
prayer book disguised as an opera score. But the crowds who are
able to discuss the finest points of their favourite operas are
slow to recognise the merits of new works, Nowadays this is perhaps
a virtue. Nevertheless Beethoven, who has since been made a
naturalised Austrian, was allowed to die in poverty in the city of
music. One of his friends overheard a member of a leading Viennese
family say that "Fidelio is stinking trash, of which one cannot
understand ‘how anyone could have gone to the trouble of boring
themselves by it". Abandoned by the Austrians, he received just
before his death a gift of £100 from the London Philharmonic Society.
It provided him with a lavish funeral, which as a belated act of
penitence was attended by Viennese sooiety in great numbers, Nor
for all their pretentions do the Austrians know how to cook. The
"Wiener Kiiche" depends chiefly on the preparation in a frying-pan
of huge quantities of excellent meat, followed up by weighty slices
of sickly and often stodgy cake buried under an avalanche of

. whipped cream, Beggars should not be choogers; but the fact
remains that an Austrian cook faced with a Briton's weekly ration
would show no more imagination than a Blackpool landlady.

Die gemlitliche Stadt

49. When all this is said - and it is easy enough to convict any
people of hypocrisy - the Viennese remain a remarkable community

and an ornament of Western civilisation. They themselves would
conclude that theywere too civilisedfor :a barbaric world. They have
no intentiond learning from others the practical technique of the
Twentieth Century., They are resignedly waiting for the rest of the
world %o catch up with them. One endearing characteristic they
share with the British : no one grouses more abou% the shortcamings
of Vienna than the Viennese; yet no Viennese would be happy living
anywhere elss, It has what for him no other town has, G-emtitl:.ohke:.t.
"For all the:u:- cosmopolitanism 'bhey desplse their own em:.gres.

An Austrian Nation?

50, Austria is obviously not Vienna, but it is hard to say
precisely what it is, A short answer is that the provinces, with
their distinct characters, dialects and outlooks, consist of South
Germans coloured in different hues and shades by Vienna and by the
neighbouring countries, with at least one of which they are all
contiguous, Viennese culture must have affected them all to some
extent; and they were subjected to many of the same historical
influences which moulded the character of the capital, But this
did not inspire any feeling of loyalty to Vienna, as was shewn
pleinly enough by their behaviour after 1918, The lack of social
cohesion between town and country has already been mentioned. Even
in Lower Austria, which has its provincial headquarters in Vienna,
the Viennese were always regarded as foreign, irresponsible and
irreligious., The division of the country into zones of occupation
has tended to emphasise these distinctions. True, Lower Austria and
Vienna now share a common destiny in the Russian embrace. But the
Western provinces have only been the more encouraged to lock outwards
rather than inwards. Before 1914 the capital, if not loved, was at
least useful., . .It housed the Eapsburgs, who represented the only
recognisable symbol of unity which the Empire possessed. The



The German provinces could take a little pride in such remarks as
"I am the Emperor of the German Reich; therefore all the othepr
states - which I possess are provinces of it". Most of present-day
Austria was in fact known as the Crown Lands, Even after-4948~
Vienna was still an indispensible centre of international trade;

prevented fraom separating, the provinces still found compensation
in a marriage of convenience with the capital.

Points of the Compass

51, After 1945 the ties of self-interest were further weakened,
Viemna lost any appearance of beihg a centre. It became a lonely
outpost of civilisation surrounded by the Red Army. Its sole
. lmportance was as the seat of Quadripertite Govermment, In the
years that followed the authority of the Austrian Goverrment was
strengthened and the provinces had perforce to recognise it. But
there crept into the relationship a more and more plaintive note.
The capital was obliged to appeal to the provinces to play the game,
to show campassion for their less fortunate ocountrymen, It evoked
more irritation than sympathy. If left to themselves, most of the
provinces would probably still go their own wax Salzburg and.
Tyrol at least would probably still welcome Andchluss with Germany
in some form. The ococupation has enforced the continuance of the
marriasge of convenience and when the Treaty is signed it will
maintain the sanotion. But if the provinces camnot go their own wey,
they can and do lock their own way. Styria and Carinthia in the
British Zone with their Slav  minorities both face South, The
marcher history of Styria is a live force. The dgys are not so
many since Graz was a flowrishing centre of South Slav commerce, a
hinterland to Trieste. Provincial leaders in Styria and Carinthia
expect more camprehension fram the British over their problems with
Yugoslavia and Trieste than from their own Federal Govermment and
its Tyrolese Foreign Minister. Salzburg and Linz see in Munich
the centre of their commerce and feel themselves part of one
strategic area with Southern Germany under the protection of the
American Army, Tyrol looks South to the kost provinces and North
to Bavaria for the realisation of its dream of a Catholic union
free fram red and atheist Vienna, Econamically too it is the
Playground of Southern Germany. Vorarlberg, as pointed out earlier,
" is regarded by therest of the country as more Swiss than Austrian,
In 1919 the Mgyor of Lustenau, a village near the Swiss border,
represented that his burghers did not mind whom they belonged to,
80 long as they remained a frontier town. Lastly, Burgenland, the
Youngest of the provinces, still in outward appearance more
. Fungarian than Austrian, is only now celebrating its 30th anniversary
as an Austrian province.

A Silver Thread?

52, Where then is one to find the Austrian nation? And what

is the Austrian character if it is not to be identified with the
Viennese? It is true that no part of Austria is quite like any
part of Germany. But is there anything common to the Austrian
provinces, and not shared by those of Southern Germany, which would
Jjustify calling the country on one side of the line from Passau to
Constance "Austrian" and that on the other side "German"? In a
sense, however, this form of analysis is misleading. 1In splte of
all its soocial and econamic problems between 1918 and 1938, in spite
of its want of a will to live, Austria was not extinguished without
the intervention of German troops. Moreover, even if one accepts
the absence of a clear-cut ethnic distinction between Austria and
Southern Germany, there is no mistaking the political and
psychological difference between Vienna and Berlin or even Bonn., This
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This must affer all be the fundamental factor in determining
Austrians® political. allegiance, = Same welcomed the efficiensy

of German adminigtration during the Anschluss; more, probably,
resented the regimentation and yearned for their own techhique

of indisoipline and muddling through. = Also, whatever be the
theoretical case for their kinship to the Cermans, the dilatoriness,
grasp of preactical adventage and, to give them their due , the
realism and oommon sense of the Austrians save them from one of

the worst traits in the Germanic character, the fatal tendency to
pursue an idee fixe to its remorselessly logical end.

Boé.y and Soul

53, Legarde's aphorism that; whereas Prussia had not ernough body
for her soul, Austria had not enough goul for her body, was
undeniable in 1853, . It was still true in 1938, Austria had
less body but she had still o discovef a soul, Austrians, or at
least the Viennese; now profess that the years of occupation
disillusioned them for ever of Germany and enabled them to find
their soul. EHow far this is wishful thinking is impossible to
s khow, All Austrians cest of the Enns Bridge are forced to
believe inAustria-because they have no futuré apart from Austria.
% ‘The treaty by which alone they can be rid of the Russians must be-
‘3‘ an Austrian Treaty, a State Treaty. But to believe under
i compulsion in an Austrien State does not create “ipso facto an
* Austrian nation. Only time and faith can do that, The end of
; the occupation will remove the zonal frontiers which encourage-
{* many Austrians to loock outwards. It will also remove the
/" compulsion which inspires in other Austrians a sense of unity.
I! Above all it will show whether the Austrians have faith in them-
f selves, In the final analysis a state becomes a nation because
I it feels itself a nation, If enough Austrians feel that way for
{ long enough, Austriawill become a reality.
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Lth December, 195¢

8ir,

with Your ﬁxnellcncy's despatch No. 182 of the 16th
November, you encliosed & memorandum wvhich considered the
‘cheaneces of survival of the modern Austrien State from the
point of view of the characteristica enf historicel tredifions -
of the Austrian éaople themselves, /
2. 7This survey has been read with interest and apprecistion
here, and 1t will, in sddition, be a valuadble introdustiocn

.e@;;guhe have to deoal with Austrian affairs in the E
future. }
3. 1 should be graterul if Your Excellency wi;l thank those
concerned zn ths preparation of this survey, and in
9articularfﬁre P. ¥, Foster, fcr their share in writing a
stimulating report.

1 am, with grg:: truth and respect,

Your Excellency's obedient Servant,
(For the Secretary of State)

81ir Harold Caccis, KeOeieGe,
. ets., et0., etc,,
Vienns.



